Sanitary quality of marine sediments and sands from an Italian beach.
Microbiological surveys were carried out on marine sands and sediments collected at a sandy beach along a coastal area close to Rome, Italy. Low densities of faecal indicator bacteria were recovered, and among them enterococci outnumbered the coliforms. The group of staphylococci was in a fairly constant concentration throughout the period of sampling. Some statistically significant correlations were calculated between yeasts and moulds, Escherichia coli and enterococci and between the latter and Clostridium spores. The data obtained could be a reference point for further studies.